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| planted new flowerbeds in nmy front yard and put down 2 |layers of weed
cover, except where | started to get tired. Now nut grass has shot

t hrough the one | ayer of weed cover. Howdo | get rid of it? It is
starting to be too covered with the nut grass to pull each one. Thank
you for any information concerning this.

| enjoy your advice columm in the |ocal newspaper. — J. C.

Unfortunately, the news is not good. Nut grass/sedge is one of if not
the nost difficult pest weed we deal with. This “pain” weed will grow
t hrough asphalt, oil top, cracks in concrete, tarpaper and every brand
of weed “cover/ Dbl ock” I'’m aware of.

Look for products at your local retailer that’s |abeled to control nut
grass/sedge in | andscape beds with the existing plants you have
installed. My experience has taught ne it is always best to elininate
this pest weed ...before planting.

How in the world do you di scourage the |opped off stubs of pecan, cedar
el m and hackberry trees fromresprouting? The squirrels and birds plant
hundreds of these in ny fl owerbeds - sonme of them especially pecans,
have been | opped off repeatedly but continue to resprout. Sone of them
nust be at |east 10 years old with such big roots that | can't dig them
out. | would rather not use noxious chenmicals. — C W

Some possi ble solutions to your problem and thoughts:

Hire soneone or a firmthat can renove your plants ...roots and
all.

Attenpt to cover all the cut off stunps with cylinders of PVC
plastic, iron, steel, concrete or other material. The idea here
is to discourage resprouting by denying access to sunlight. Solid
wooden, plastic or netal boxes nay al so be utilized.

Remenber, everything we utilize when broken down is ...chem cal

If, you decide to utilize an aid |abeled to control brush, woody
pl ants or broadl eaf weeds do read and follow | abel directions.

I am a novice gardener and have several vegetables in ny very small,
ground plot as well as a planter garden. M question is about squash.
I have huge | eaves on my crookneck squash and many bl ossons, but many



of ny squash sinply rot on the vine. Sonme of these squash are small
some about 4 inches long, just ready to harvest. There is a grey,
fuzzy fungus that grows on many of the squash. Others just rot. |
wat er every day in the norning. Any suggestions? — C. W

Your problemis not unconmon. You are not al one.

The problemis lack of pollination. These puppi es have both nale and
femal e fl owers on the sanme plants. However, the pollen must get from
the male flower to the female flower in order to obtain fruit set.

Lack of air novenent sufficient to distribute pollen by wind or the
absence of bees or other pollinating insects usually the reason

pol li nati on does not occur on squash. One solution is to pluck a nale
flower, renove its’ petals and “dab” on a little pollen in the center
of all female blooms. The fenal e bl oons have swol | en bases while male
bl oonms do not .

Back off your irrigating practice. Only water as needed.

We recently noved to central Texas and need to know what grows in Texas
and when we should plant. | know that you have a book called Mnth by
Mont h Gardening in Texas but does it cover all types of plants

i ncluding flowering shrubs or does it just cover vegetabl e gardening? —
C W

Yes. ‘ Mont h- By- Mont h- Gardeni ng- | n- Texas’ does cover Vegetabl es and

Her bs however; it also contains chapters on Lawns, Trees, Roses, Bul bs,
Perenni al s, Annuals, Houseplants, Shrubs plus Vines, groundcovers and
Ornanental Grasses.

The book is available at independent retailers, boutiques and ngjor
nati onal bookstores state wi de.

Dal e’ s Notes:
It’s time to plant fall vegetables.
Water | awns during the early norning hours
Keep all plants rmulched 3-4” deep with your favorite nulch
When sel ecting new plants for the | andscape purchase Water W se
pl ants

Observe and note blooming plants in the | andscape that are
putting on a ...show because these are handling our Texas heat
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