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| heard you on the radio while headed to work | ast work. You were
tal king about a particular plumtree that works well in Texas. Wuld
you please send me the nane of it? Thank you.- M H

Sure. The variety is Methley. Methley is a self=fruit and does not need
another variety to insure fruit production. It is an excellent hone
gardeni ng selection. And, for nost famlies one tree provides

suf ficient production

Hel | o, Dal e

Is it too late to plant bluebonnet seeds in SE Fannin County? Should
wait until spring or next fall? 1've got 20 | bs of bluebonnet seeds
for a |l arge acreage.

Thank you.- M C. F.

Bl uebonnet seeds are best planted during the fall. Early spring is the
second best tine to seed these natives. This planting tine information
applies in all Texas counties.

I need sone information on growi ng tonmatoes this season
On ny bal cony. What varieties of tomatoes, container sizes and types
and soil should be used? - S. K W

You can grow the same varieties of tomatoes in container as in a garden
setting. Sone of the best varieties include Celebrity, Carnival, 444,
Porter and Sweet 100. All of these should grow and produce well for
you. Porter and Sweet 100 are snmll varieties the renmining suggested
sel ections are “slicers”.

I would not try growi ng these puppies in any type of container

| ess than 12" across and deep with one plant per pot. Larger
containers certainly may be used and are advi sed. You may even choose
to have planter boxes constructed from decay resistant wood. | think
this would be good to do if you are going to continue with container
gardeni ng for several years.



I woul d purchase coarse well-drained potting soil for the grow ng
m x. The light small particle blow away or the heavy as | ead soi

m xes woul d not get nmy nod. A drip irrigation systemfor your
contai ners would be ideal in providing just the right amunt of

noi sture relatively easy. This along with adequate contai ner size,
good growi ng m x, recomended varieties, and fertilizing as needed
should be a way to grow sonme wonderful container grown tomatoes
this season.

For nmore information on growi ng veggies in containers or beds | suggest
you visit http://aggie-horticulture.tanu.edu and pick up a copy of
"Cont ai ner Veget abl es” - The Easy Way To Garden by Sam Cot ner from
Texas Gardener Press. It is a very specific paper backed | ow cost book
on exactly what you want to acconplish.

Do you reconmmend using garden soil and cat litter for grow ng cactus
plants in containers? - G H.

The use of any garden soil w thout pasteurizing it first may bring al
ki nds of soil born disease problenms with it to your plants. Most are
very poorly drained for pot culture also. | do not know what other
materials a clay cat litter may have in it which could limt plant

gr owt h.

If you are a real do-it-yourself type gardener here is a soil based m x
that can be amended for your plants that

I know will work:

(1) Part by volunme of a coarse pasteurized soil

(1) Part by volune of brown Canadi an sphagnum peat noss or finished
conpost .

(1) Part by volune of perlite or coarse washed sand.

After this is blended well then add an additional 1/3 coarse sand or
perlite by volune and blend well for the plants you have wi sh to grow.

For long-term one application per year fertilizing you may want to
apply a 12-nonth fornmul ation fertilizer according to | abel directions.
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