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I saw your article in the |local newspaper and it touched on a topic
that | have been dealing with this past week. The article answered
several of ny questions, but | still have sone that are unanswered.

I was planning to dig up a red oak in Bowie Co. and transplanting it to
Hunt Co. The trunk dianeter is 2-3 inches. How big a root ball is
required to ensure the nost success? Also, the soil is different here
(black clay) conpared to the very |loose dirt in Bowie Co. WII this be
a problen?

I currently have a silver maple in nmy front yard is on it's last |eg.

I will be cutting it down in the next weeks and either pulling or
grinding the stunp. Should | decide to put the transplanted red oak in
the sane | ocation, can | do so imediately, or do | need to wait for a
period of tinme?

Thank you so much for your expertise in this matter! — T. S

It’s always good to know fol ks are reading the colum and it is
provi ding hel p and some answers. This is the 1,046'" colum | have had
publi shed and | plant to continue through 10, 046.

The tinme to transplant trees, shrubs or any other woody plant nateria
is during the dormant season. The dormant season starts after the first
hard freeze of the season and ends as new spring growth begins. For
nost of Texas Dec. through md Feb. is the best tinme on our cal endars.
However, it is inportant to keep in mnd that our great gardening state
has si x USDA pl ant hardi ness zones and specific times vary N - S. The
panhandl e wi || have the | ongest dornmant season while the Ri o G ande
valley will have the shortest.

The guidelines for soil ball size is based on the tree’s trunk dianeter
measured 12" above the ground. For every inch of dianmeter make your
soil ball a mninumof 10" inches and 12” is even better

So, for a 2" dianmeter tree trunk the ball needs to be a m ni mum of 20"
wi de and deep. A soil ball 24" x 24" is even better. |If you step up to

a 3" dianmeter tree(nmeasured 12" above the soil line) the soil bal
di aneter increases to 30" mninum and 36” preferred. These sizes should
have several folks involved in order to dig, burlap, wire, lift, |oad,

transport, unload, install and plant properly at a new | ocation

Trees with relatively large trunk dianeters are often difficult to dig,
transpl ant and establish in their new | ocati ons when attenpted by non-
professionals. What is often acconplished with great success is
relocating small trees such a 1" or less in dianmeter. These small trees



will establish and take of growing nmore rapidly than their |arger
rel atives.

Personal exanple here. In 1996 | had one 6” dianeter shumard red oak
pl anted by the | argest power tree transplanter avail able. The soil bal
was 6’ across and 6’ deep. A great looking tree ...instantly. W shot a
TV show around it just to denobnstrate how this type of operation was
acconplished. During this series | also planted a triangular planting
of three 2" dianmeter container grown shumard red oaks.

The 6” transplant set and set wile |ooking “good” each year. However
the 2" container grown selections took off and put on 2 -3° of new
growt h each year after the 1%t conplete season in the |andscape. Today,
some nine years later you cannot tell the difference in them

My recomrendation is to go for the smaller transplants, |let them have
one or two seasons to establish their root systens then provide

suppl enental (N) nitrogen as needed. Al ways keep the entire root system
area nul ched 3—- 4” deep with your favorite bark rmulch plus supply

suppl enent al noi sture as needed.

Trees transplanted fromclay or alkaline soil pH areas to sandy, “loose
soils” or acidic H soils should dot have difficulty is — the soi

drains well, they were planted correctly and adequate care is provided.
This in not always true in the reverse. Trees, woody plants or others
that require a acidic soil pHto grow well will not adapt well if at

all when noved to soils with a high or al kaline pH

An inexpensive soil test will let you know what the soil pHis plus

| evel s of nutrients and provide reconmendations for supplements if
needed. To receive a FREE soil test kit send your request to; Soil Test
Kit, 10056 Marsh Lane, Suite B-101, Dallas, TX 75229 and include a self
addressed | ong envel ope with two 15t class stanps on it. After receiving
the kit follow the instructions and send it to the address on the form
Do this as soon as possible.

If you need any help on interpreting the soil test
results/recommendations it’s available free to you by the Master
Gardeners Hel p Desk at 214-904-3053, MF, and 8:30a — 4:00p or
dal egroom@ anu. edu

Trees may be successfully planted in existing tree |ocations. | do
recommend the chips that remain after a tree trunk is chewed up by a
stunp-grindi ng machi ne be renmoved froma planting |ocation and used as
a mulch. If you have a depression after the stunp is renoved or ground
refill with native soil then install your desired tree(s).

New trees may be installed as soon as the planting area is prepared
after the existing tree is renoved.

Good luck in your tree transplant project.
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